
Saint Rafka Maronite

Renewal of the Church 

Today’s Sunday is inherently coupled with 
last week’s Sunday, the Consecration of 
the Church, and I highly recommend 
reading that reflection first as it speaks of 
God’s eternal plans for His Church. And 
as discussed last week, the Church has 
existed for as long as humanity, and will 
exist for eternity, hence why we celebrate 
the Consecration of the Church as our first 
Sunday of the year. But the eternal Church 
is not a stagnant banquet, but one that is 
continually renewed, with new people 
contributing their own unique input, and 
lively activity.  

This Sunday’s Gospel reading mentions 
our Lord in Jerusalem during the Jewish 
Feast of the Dedication, or better 
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Renewal, of the Temple. This feast was established by Judas Maccabaeus after re-
dedicating the Temple after a Seleucid king named Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated 
the Temple by sacrificing a pig on the altar, as a historian called Josephus tells us. In 
the Jewish tradition, the Renewal signals the Jews overcoming their invading enemy, 
and making holy again what had once become unholy. As we know from the Temple, 
the Jewish high priest had to repeatedly offer new sacrifices for the remission of sin, 
using its blood to remove ritual defilement. But as St. Paul tells us today in Hebrews, 
“He entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, 
but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption (9:12).”  

Christ in His love for mankind, the same love that created it, wished to renew 
humanity once sin had brought death “for the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:23).” As St. Ephrem, the great 
Syriac poet tells us, God expelled Adam from the Garden of Eden not out of 
vindictive punishment, but so he will not eat of the Fruit of Life, and life in a state of 
permanent separation from God. Instead, Christ planned from all eternity to renew 
His damaged image. And so the Maronite office for Sunday evening prayer says, “The 
fruit that Adam ate killed him. The Fruit from heaven redeemed him.” The Fruit come 
down from heaven is Christ Himself, Who has made Himself the food of the eternal 
banquet of the Church so that we might eat the true Body and Blood of the immortal 
Lord and live forever. This is why we sing today in our night office: 

The Church offers to Him, on behalf of her children, the mystery of Body and 
Blood of the Prince, and it is distributed by the hands of priests for forgiveness 
of debts. Sinners receive it in true faith, and by it their debts and sins are 
forgiven, hallelujah and hallelujah! 

God established the Church, the eternal banquet in His love for mankind that we 
know Him intimately, we delight in His company. But not being perfect, we have 
failed from the very beginning by being disobedient with Adam. But God does not 
grow impatient with us or tire so long as we show genuine sorrow for our sins. This is 
why He has placed in His Church His Body and Blood for the remission of our sins, 
and for our eternal life. In choosing to do wrong, we corrupt the image of God in 
which we were made (Gen. 1:27), but by the love of God He has established the 
means of renewal of ourselves, the temples of the Holy Spirit, in the Church through 
the sacraments – the most frequent of which is His Body and Blood, the Eucharist. 

Seminarian Michael Shami 
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Abouna’s 
Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Happy and holy weekend greetings! 

All of us were shocked last week to learn of the tragic shootings during the church 
service in Texas. Please continue to pray for the church community, the survivors and the 
families of those killed and injured. May God spare our community, and all others, this 
sort of violence and terror. 

This weekend, we have two special events in the parish. After the 11 AM Liturgy, we 
have an Indoor Picnic hosted by the Knights of Columbus. They will have grilled 
hamburgers and hotdogs, sides and all the trimmings. Come and enjoy. Later in the 
afternoon, a Byzantine Greek Catholic Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at 5 PM by 
Father Joseph Matlak. All are welcome to this special celebration. 

Next Sunday is National Apostolate of Maronites (NAM) Awareness Day. Linda Wickett, 
our NAM, delegate, will be available to renew your yearly membership or help you 
register as a new member. NAM works closely with the bishops of our two Eparchies and 
the clergy for the upbuilding of the Maronite Church in the United States.  

Pope Francis has also declared next Sunday, November 19, as World Day of the Poor. 
How fitting for us to call to mind the plight of the many poor around us as we prepare to 
celebrate Thanksgiving. As normal, we will take non-perishable food items in the back of 
the church for those less fortunate souls. Thank you for your kindness. What we do for 
them, we do unto the Lord! 

Thanksgiving Day, the Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at 10 AM to offer thanks to God 
for all he has done for us. Please try to attend. 

Have a great weekend! See you in Church! 

Salaam!        
  
Ab. Bart 



Calendar of Events
November 
11, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
12, 1 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 K C Indoor Picnic 
 5 PM, Byzantine Divine Liturgy 
 Coffee Social 
 7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy 
13, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic Classes 
14, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Blessing with the Relics 
 7:15 PM, Adult Religious Education 
15, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
 Anointing of the Sick 
18, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
19, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy - Food items for the Poor 
        NAM Awareness Sunday  
 Coffee Social 
 7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy 
20, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic Classes 
21, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Blessing with the Relics 
 7:15 PM, Adult Religious Education 
22, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
 Anointing of the Sick 
23, 10 AM, Thanksgiving Day Divine Liturgy 
25, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
26, 1 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 Coffee Social 
 7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy 

Ramsho and Blessing with the 
relics of Saints Rafka, Sharbel 
Nimatullah, and the Massabki 
Brothers Tuesday evening, 6:30 
PM, Saint Rafka Church. Come 
to offer the evening sacrifice and 
ask God’s blessing, healing, 
mercy and compassion through 
these holy men and women. 



NAM APPRECIATION SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

This is the day the Lord has made, and this is the 
day to say, “Yes, oh yes, how happy I’ll be, my 
yearly NAM dues to pay.” 
         
Now if you are not a member of NAM, its value you may debate, but please listen to Linda 
Wickett, your very own NAM delegate, present some salient facts about NAM, the acronym 
standing for National Apostolate of Maronites, a name that’s sure not to bore. 

This organization, the bridge between the laity and the clergy, strives to share our Maronite 
faith with all, an effort most worthy!   

Knights of Columbus Indoor Picnic 
After the 11 AM Divine Liturgy, the Knights of 
Columbus Council 15519 will host an Indoor Picnic. 
Hot items from the grill include hamburgers, hot dog 
accompanied by tasty side dishes, condiments, etc. 
A nicely grilled sandwich from our renowned chefs 
will be a great way to keep the chilly temps at bay 
this Sunday. Wickett Hall will protect us from the 
elements! Donation is $10.00 per adult, $4.00 per 
children. Come and support the Knights as they 
support our parish and the Church.

Offer to Christ the labors of your youth, and in your old age you will rejoice in the 
wealth of dispassion. What is gathered in youth nourishes and comforts those who are 
tired out in old age.                                                                                                          
       Saint John Climacus, Ladder of Divine Ascent 



Attention all women of the diocese of Charleston! Magnificat-Greenville, SC Chapter is hosting its 
next meal on Saturday, November 11, from 9am to Noon. Join us for fellowship, praise and 
worship, and be inspired by our guest speaker Father Robert Falabella. Father Robert shares his first 
hand experience of the emotions, hardships, and dangers of the combat soldier. Father Robert 
remained with the soldiers on the front lines and was decorated for his bravery under fire. Falabella 
is currently retired and continues to serve the needs of the St. Mary Magdalene Parish on a part-time 
basis. Come and hear how the Lord has moved in his life and empowered him to love and serve the 
Lord as a soldier for Christ and our country . For more information go to our  www.magnificat-
ministry.org under Chapter Webpages. Tickets are $25 and may be purchased by mailing a check 
payable to Magnificat-Greenville. Along with payment, please include your name, phone number, 
email, home address, and parish, and mail to Beth Snyder, 151 Lake Lyman Heights, Lyman SC 
29365 by October 31st. ($30 after Oct.31st if not sold out. Call to check.) Reserve your ticket early 
as seating is limited. For more information call Lucille Irving 864-967-7463.

New Procedure for Liturgical Readers on Sunday 

Since we have entered the new liturgical year, it is a 
good time to make a few needed changes. One of the 
most notable will be for the readers at the 11 AM 
liturgy.  

The two readers, English and Arabic, will come together 
to the lector’s stand and the English reader will 
announce the text of the reading in English, then ask for 
the blessing. The priest will bless both readers at the 
same time, then the Arabic reader will take a seat near 
the window until it is his/her turn to read. The Arabic 
reader will simply announce the text, then do the 
reading. No blessing will be asked.

http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=151+Lake+Lyman+Heights,+Lyman+SC+29365&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=151+Lake+Lyman+Heights,+Lyman+SC+29365&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=151+Lake+Lyman+Heights,+Lyman+SC+29365&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=151+Lake+Lyman+Heights,+Lyman+SC+29365&entry=gmail&source=g


 Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the 
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the 
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing 
in Grace and numbers.

Adult Religious Education 

Religious formation never ends! We are never too old to learn! Adult Religious Education Classes meet at 
7:15 PM, right after the Ramsho and Devotions in Wicket Hall. This fall, the class will concentrate on the 
Divine Liturgy and the Holy Mass of the various Churches, their structures, similarities and differences. 
We will also examine the Liturgical Year and the Liturgy of the Hours. Join us and bring a friend who 
may be interested in learning about the Maronite Church and liturgy.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation 

Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner 
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education 
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes. 
Contact the Church Office to register. 

English/Arabic Classes  

We now have English classes (ESL), which will be be team taught by Alex Roman, Shea Menge, 
and Scott Herr. The Arabic lessons will follow, and they will be taught by Mona Ayoub Achi. 
Class begins at 6:30 PM in Francis House. Free and open to all. 

 

 إبتداءً   من   نهار   أإلثنین   ٢   تشرین   األول,   ٢٠١٧   الساعة   ٦,٣٠   مساءً   في   منزل   فرنسیس,
 وُأسبوعیاً      ُیعطي"   سكوط   هّر",   "ألیكس   رومان"   و"   شي   منجي"   دروٌس   في   اللغة

 االنكلیزیة,   یتبُعها   دروٌس   في   اللغة   العربیة      ُتَعلِّمها   "   منى   العشي".   ُتعطى   هذه   الدروس
 مجاناً   وُنرحب   بجمیع   المشاركین.

A petition is to support Christians in the Middle East who have courageously 
stayed in their countries or are returning to them. Please visit and sign.

Engaged Enounter This a reminder that we only have 1 more weekend available for the 
remainder of 2017. It is an in parish weekend and will be held at All Saints Catholic Church in Lake 
Wylie on Nov. 11-12. The cost of the weekend is $150 but we have partial scholarships available.
The next weekend will be in February and will be a retreat weekend.

http://www.ststephenmaronite.org
http://www.ststephenmaronite.org
http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term
http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term


BYZANTINE GREEK CATHOLIC LITURGY 
This afternoon!!!! 

On Sunday, November 12th at 5:00pm, a Divine Liturgy (Mass) in the 
Byzantine Rite, in English, will be celebrated here at St. Rafka Maronite 
Catholic Church. Father Joseph Matlak, administrator of St. Basil the Great 
Mission in Charlotte, NC, will celebrate the Liturgy. Join us for prayer and 
fellowship afterwards in WIckett Hall!

 قّداس   حسب   طقس   كنیسة   الروم   الكاثولیك   البیزنطیة
 

 یحتفل   االب   جوزیف   متلك,   راعي   بعثة   مار   باسیل   في   شارلوت,   بقداس   حسب   الطقس   البیزنطي   نهار   االحد   ١٢
 تشرین   الثاني   ٢٠١٧,   الساعة   الخامسة   بعد   الظهر   في   كنیسة   القدیسة   رفقا   المارونیة.   ندعوكم   إلى   مشاركتنا   في

 القداس   والزمالة   بعد   االحتفال.   لمزید   من   المعلومات   اتصل   بالكنیسة   على   الرقم   التالي:   ٩١١٩-٤٦٩-٨٦٤   او   بواسطة
 البرید   اإللكتروني:   secretary@saintrafka.org.      نتأمل   بمشاركتم.



Prayer List

M o n t a h a A c h i , J i m 
Hopsecger, Recovery of RS, 
Ashley Mullinex, Bill McAfee, 
B i l l Leon , S r. , Char ley 
Dusthimer, Bernadette Smith, 
C l a i r e B a r n e t t , H a n s 
Wascom, Ethel Brassel, 
Katrina Shunk, Chuck Wilson, 
George Vargo, Dan Steinker, 
Irma Galvan, Mary Cleary, 
Joe Lemire, Mary Anne 
McAfee, Tish Oney, Lois 
Taylor, Virginia LaFave, 
Nabeel Howard, Father M. T. 
Phi l l ips, Paul Cote and 
Family, Paul Bussemey, 
R a m z a S l e i m a n , M o e 
Mercier, Joan Bussemey, 
Special Intention by Abouna, 
Bob Brown, Joe Durham, 
Michael Bays, Patrick Lavelle, 
Tara Galvin, Susan Connor, 
Bi l l Hines, Beth Banks, 
Andrea Fiorni-Frazier, Shawn 
Sexton, Robert Mercier, 
James and Kaleigh, Mark 
P e l l e t i e r , A n t o n e l l a , 
Stephanie, Derek Gerard 
Solomon, JoAn Salloum, 
Susie, Jim Hopka, Family of 
C o l b e r t A r t h u r , B e r m a 
Darlene Bell, Terry Vadnais, 
Elaine Gillen, Amy Hunter, 
Shawn Sexton, Cindy Miller, 
Adr ian Kassentar, Beth 
Hopsecger, Mark Barnard, 
Special Intention of MKS, 
Janice Radich, Paula Lemire, 
Becky Jarvis, Lillian Moon, 
Vito Fortuna, Sam Howard, 
Jr., Betty Braun, Deanne 
Va l e n c i a , S i s t e r M a r y 
Emmanuel, Katie Frank, 
Adelaide George, Beverley 
Davis, Maryanne Polidoro, 
John Fender, Kather ine 
Dennman, In tent ions of 
Nancy Gegorian, Thomas 

Saints We Celebrate
November 11, Saint Mennas, Martyr
                     Saint Martin, Confessor
November 13, Saint John Chrysostom, Confessor
                    Saint Francis Cabrini, Virgin-Confessor, 
  Saint of the United States
November 14, Saint Philip the Apostle
November 16, Saint Matthew the Evangelist
November 17, Saint Gregory the Wonderworker, 
Confessor
November 18, Saint Romanos (Raymond), Martyr
November 21, Presentation of the Virgin Mary in the 
Temple



November 11 & 12 Intention Donor

Saturday, 4 PM +Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them 
+Ken Paul

Anonymous

Sunday, 11 AM +Ruth Choffel Sandy & Stephen Choffel

Sunday, 7 PM +Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them Anonymous

Wednesday, 7 PM +Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them Anonymous

November 18 & 19

Saturday, 4 PM +Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them Anonymous

Sunday, 11 AM +Shafeek Hayek Farid Hayek

Sunday, 7 PM +Jim Rollins Bridget Nevin

Wednesday, 7 PM +Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them Anonymous

Thursday, 10 AM In Thanksgiving for all the Blessings on the Parish and 
the Parishioners

Abouna

Mass Intentions

Feast New Testament Gospel

Renewal of the Church Heb. 9:11-15  John 10:22-42

English Heather Sijon

Arabic Mouna Ayoub Ashi

Liturgical Readings

Liturgical Items

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers 

To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use 
the envelope provided at the entrance.  Donation is $5.00. The 
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru Saturday. 

New! To review the readings 
online, go here.

http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/
http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/


Church Offerings and Attendance

November 5 Saturday 4 PM Sunday 11 AM Sunday 7 
PM

Total Budget +/- Wed. 7 PM

People 40 92 37 169 160 9 12

Collection $1265.00 $617.00 $412.00 $2294.00 $2,667.00 -$373.00 0

Average  per person $31.63 $6.71 $11.14 $13.57 Holy Hour 18

Building Fund $372.00 $273 $213.00 $858.00 Ramsho 6

Average  per person $9.30 $2.97 $5.76 $3152.00 YEAR TO DATE $144,223

Religious Ed. 18

Average Attendance 58 81 33 194

Attendance Year to Date 

4:00 PM   2501 
11:00 AM   3466 
7:00 PM   1404 
Wednesday 7 PM    743 
First Sunday     203 
Holy Day     198 
Ramsho       86 
Adult Education    179 
Special Liturgy     218 
Funerals      315 
Weddings        55 

Attendance

How are these totals calculated? 

One total graphed to the left is through envelope usage for each week. 

The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.

Date Emails Sent Opened % Opened

November 5 521 416 47.2%

October 29 519 354 45.9%

Difference 2 62 1.30%



Scripture Readings for Sunday 

Sunday of the Renewal of the Church 

Letter to the Hebrews 9,11-15.  

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through 

the greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he 
entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but 
with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 
For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies 
those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much more will the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, 
purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God! 
For this reason he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, because a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions under the first covenant. 

Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Saint John 10,22-42.  

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and 

Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered 
around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 
Messiah, tell us plainly.’ 
Jesus answered, ‘I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 
Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 
sheep. 

My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 
What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of 
the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.’ The Jews took up stones again to stone 
him. 
Jesus replied, ‘I have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these 
are you going to stone me?’ The Jews answered, ‘It is not for a good work that we are 
going to stone you, but for blasphemy, because you, though only a human being, are 
making yourself God.’ Jesus answered, ‘Is it not written in your law, "I said, you are 
gods”? If those to whom the word of God came were called "gods" and the scripture 
cannot be annulled can you say that the one whom the Father has sanctified and sent 
into the world is blaspheming because I said, "I am God’s Son"? 

If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me. 



But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, so that you 
may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.’ Then they 
tried to arrest him again, but he escaped from their hands. He went away again across 
the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing earlier, and he remained there. 
Many came to him, and they were saying, ‘John performed no sign, but everything that 
John said about this man was true.’ And many believed in him there.  

Then David blessed the LORD in the sight of the whole assembly. David said: “Blessed 

are you, LORD, God of Israel our father, from eternity to eternity. 

Yours, LORD, are greatness and might, majesty, victory, and splendor. For all in heaven 
and on earth is yours; yours, LORD, is kingship; you are exalted as head over all. 

Riches and glory are from you, and you have dominion over all. In your hand are power 
and might; 
it is yours to give greatness and strength to all. 

Therefore, our God, we give you thanks and we praise the majesty of your name. 

I Chronicles 29:10-13



Ashy Pavilion  

Please remember that 
registered and supporting 

parishioners are free to use 
the Ashy Pavilion for family 

events, reunions, parties, 
etc. Others are welcome to 

rent the facilities. More 
information? Contact 
Richard Wickett here. 

  
Coffee Socials  

If you would like to sponsor 
a Coffee Social In Memory 

Of or In Honor Of someone, 
please call or email the 

office to let us know. 
  

Wickett Hall 

Newly refurbished Wickett 
Hall can be used by our 

registered and supporting 
parishioners for family 

events, reunions, etc. Others 
may request permission to 

rent the Hall. Contact 
Richard Wickett. 

Masses Online 

Where to go to Mass when 
traveling? Look here! 

MassTimes.org 
The Catholic Directory 

Parishes Online 

Birthdays 
November
11. Bishop Gregory Mansour
11. Camille Kalas-Oczkowski
12. Victor Farah  
12. Saleh Salfiti 
12. Marie Chebli
13. Susan Burman
14. Tony Howard
14. Ken Migut
14. Hezar Rafkah
16. Steven Hage
16. Dee Kalata
17. Mary Leonardi 
19. Soraya Chackal

Anniversaries

November
18,Sandra and Wayne Reece
18, Tom and Donna Ziemetz
29, Greg and Mary Anne Lepak

Necrology 
December
+Tala Howard, December 11, 2006
+Faye G. Tadross, December 26, 2006
+Bishop Stephen Hector Doueihi, 
December 17, 201

Video on the life of Saint Sharbel 
English subtitles. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka  
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the 
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Rafka 
Click here.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjUq8dvXPfJZGjme385V5dA/videos?&ab_channel=Shrafhard98
http://www.saintcharbel.com/home.php?url=prayers&lgid=0&depid=11&menu=11
http://www.saintrafqa.ca/prayers-to-saint-rafqa
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net?subject=
http://MassTimes.org
http://www.thecatholicdirectory.com
http://www.parishesonline.com/scripts/default.asp
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net?subject=
http://MassTimes.org
http://www.thecatholicdirectory.com
http://www.parishesonline.com/scripts/default.asp
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjUq8dvXPfJZGjme385V5dA/videos?&ab_channel=Shrafhard98
http://www.saintcharbel.com/home.php?url=prayers&lgid=0&depid=11&menu=11
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LEBANESE CITIZENSHIP AND CHRISTIANITY IN LEBANON 

 
As many of you know, at this moment in history the status of Christians and the very presence of 
Christianity in Lebanon and throughout the Middle East is under great pressure.  It is important for 
Lebanon, with the largest percentage of Christians of any country in the Middle East, to maintain a 
vibrant and significant Christian presence and witness.  Our Maronite Patriarch, Cardinal Bechara Peter 
Rai, is asking those in a position to do so, to step forward and make a difference by helping to secure the 
role that Christians can play.  
 
On 24 November 2015, the Lebanese Parliament ratified the Lebanese Nationality Law which gives 
descendants of Lebanese immigrants the right to acquire or reacquire their Lebanese citizenship.  “The 
Lebanese Nationality Program” is an initiative launched by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants 
for people of Lebanese heritage around the world in order to apply for Lebanese Citizenship and to 
benefit from their business, financial, consular, personal, social and political rights as Lebanese, 
wherever they are.  In particular, this initiative is relevant for the large Lebanese communities in 
different countries all over the world.  Through this law you can now find your story, connect to your 
roots, and claim you Lebanese citizenship. 
 
Among other advantages of acquiring or reacquiring your Lebanese citizenship and registering marriages 
and births in Lebanon, you will be able to vote for your preferred Lebanese politician, inherit property, 
reclaim any inheritances due you, and be exempt from the payment of taxes to Lebanon.  More 
importantly, by obtaining your Lebanese citizenship, you will be helping to preserve both Christianity in 
Lebanon and the true cultural diversity that has always been a source Lebanese pride.  Obtaining your 
Lebanese citizenship will not compromise or jeopardize in any way your American citizenship.   
This law is in effect for only 10 years and expires in 2025.   
You are eligible to participate in this program if your name or the name of any of your male ancestors is 
registered on the 1921-1924 emigrants’ or residents’ census or on the 1932 emigrants’ census. The 
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We are looking for a piano player to donate some 
playing time for a fundraiser at Saint Rafka. 
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864.313-5140.

application process has been simplified and can be started by checking your eligibility and completing 
and submitting the form found at the link, http://lebanity.gov.lb.  To apply and check your eligibility,  
start by filling in the online application. A professional team will review your application and will notify 
you within 5 business day of your eligibility. Once you are considered eligible for Lebanese citizenship 
you will be asked to submit supporting documents such as Lebanese civil registry extract of your 
ancestors and marriage and birth certificates.  Once your application is submitted you will be able to 
track your application through a mobile app. You will be notified about the status of your application at 
each step of the process. The process is free of charge and requires 6 to 12 months to be finalized.  
If you need assistance in applying and completing the forms, contact your pastor or the Project Roots 
coordinator in your parish or contact the Christian Lebanese Foundation in the World/Project Roots 
through their email, info@projectroots.net, or via telephone 917-755-0499.  Help with applying for 
citizenship can be obtained through the following site, http://www.projectroots.net/registration-
requests.html.   
 
As descendants of Lebanese immigrants, it is your right to claim your Lebanese citizenship and we 
encourage you to do so. We must work hand-in-hand to connect with our homeland and preserve our 
heritage.  Let us step forward and make a difference. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
+ Gregory Mansour 
Bishop of the Eparchy of St. Maron of Brooklyn 
 
+ A. Elias Zaidan 
Bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles 
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